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Curtain Labels
To understand what kind of curtains you may be dealing
with, look for labels that indicate one of the following
abbreviations:
• “FR” – Fire/Flame Retardant. Fabric that is certified
as “FR” has been topically treated in an immersion
process with a chemical fire retardant after the fabric
has been woven. All cottons and other natural fibers
certified as flame retardant are “FR” topically treated.
Some synthetic fabrics are also topically treated.
Because the treatment is topical, it will wear out in
time, and repeated cleanings will cause the flame
retardancy to dissolve sooner. Most flame-proofing
chemicals are water-soluble and will also dissipate
through dry cleaning. Draperies made from FR fabrics
should be re-tested periodically for flame retardancy,
as re-treatment may be required.
• “IFR” – Inherently Fire/Flame Retardant. These
fabrics are woven from fibers that are noncombustible
for the life of the fabric.
• “PFR” – Permanetly Fire/Flame Reatrdant. Fabric that
has been certified as “PFR” or “IFR” are constructed
of noncombustible fabric and do not require treatment
with fire retardant chemicals after cleaning.
• “NFR” – Not Fire Retardant. Fabrics with this
designation should be avoided unless they can be
treated with a flame retardant chemical.

• “CBFR” – Can Be Made Fire Retardant.
These fabrics can be treated for fire retardancy.
Such treatment would include topical treatment
in an immersion process to make the fabric “FR”.
• “CNFR” – Cannot Be Made Fire Retardant.
If “CNFR” is indicated for a fabric, that fabric can not
be treated for fire retardancy and, as such, should not
be used in public venues. These usually are certain
synthetic and/or metallic fabrics.

NYSIR Can Help

While the incidence of potential safety hazards grow
with an increase in the number of people occupying
auditorium space, risks can be minimized, and in
some cases eliminated, with careful planning and
adherence to strict standard safety practices.
NYSIR representatives are available, at your request,
to inspect auditoriums to identify potential problems
and offer suggestions.
Additional information can be found on the
website of the Arts, Crafts & Theater Safety at
www.artscraftstheatersafety.org. Information on stage
curtains and other theater supplies is available at
www.sewwhatinc.com/faq.php.

Other Auditorium Safety Hazards
• Improper storage of chemicals, paints, and other
combustible materials
• Blocked or locked exits
• Unlit exit signs
• Missing fire extinguishers
• Missing occupancy signs
• Overcrowding conditions that exceed legal occupancy load
• Items improperly hung from rigging or lights
• Use of candles or pyrotechnics
• Extension cords
• Poor housekeeping in stage/storage areas
• Unsupervised students improperly using ladders or power tools
• Guests blocking aisles to take photos or videos
• Folding chairs placed in aisles or in front of exit doors

